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such opponents as Meletius Smotryckyi and others.    In 1617, he was
promoted to the See of Vitebsk, as Coadjutor to the Archbishop of Polotsk,
whom he succeeded the following year.    As a Superior of the Basilian
Order, the new Archbishop had had a wide experience in promoting the
many excellent Schools and Convents of the Fathers and Nuns.   He now
devoted himself to the important work of fostering, not only the instruction
of the people, but of the parochial clergy, with many of the latter of whom
it had long unfortunately been a case of " the clerk his creed he could
scarcely read! "    Like Archbishop Hamilton, and the rest of the Scots
bishops at the Synod of Edinburgh, 1552, he drew up and published a
dogmatic Catechism based on that of Trent, and all candidates for parishes
and curacies had to be examined in it before being appointed.    While
wielding the pen, he used the weapon of the pulpit with almost equal
effect.   His discourses were largely attended, and great numbers embraced
the Catholic faith, the truth of which they now heard stated for the first
time.   Among his illustrious converts are reckoned first, the Patriarch of
Moscow, Ignatius, who ridding his mind of the traditional attitude of the
Russian higher clergy not to study the question impartially, went into
the matter under the Saint's guidance and found the truth.   The other was
Prince Emmanuel, a member of the imperial family of the Palaeologi.
If sound arguments and burning zeal could have effected a reunion, the
holy Archbishop would have achieved it, but the jealousy of the erastian
Imperial Government, and the wilful misrepresentations of many of the
Russian clergy, who refused to be instructed, as before observed, proved
insuperable obstacles.   There can be no doubt also that the fact of having
to submit to the severe disciplinary decrees of Trent, was highly distasteful
to a body which nearly all contemporary accounts describe as paralysed
with sloth and apathy, and sunk in vice and sensuality!   Besides his labours
for reunion, St Josaphat toiled unremittingly for the faithful of his province.
He spent hours daily in the Confessional, undertook long visitation and
missionary journeys, everywhere urging clergy and people to live as became
priests and members respectively of Christ's Mystical Body. He gave most
of his personal revenues to works of charity or piety, wore a hair-shirt,
fasted almost daily, and did so much other mortification, that his Confessor
had to restrain him!    Like St Thomas of Canterbury, the zeal of the
Saintly Archbishop was the cause of his death.   The constant efforts of
the Saint to expose the historical and doctrinal falsifications and other
nefarious practices of the schismatics, and his severe rebuke of the vicious
living that was the other immense obstacle to reunion, goaded the so-called
Orthodox party to fury.   Their leader was a learned grammarian, the above-
named Meletius Smotryckyi.1   For some time threats of violence had been
1 Sometimes spelt Smotriski.